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Serving Adams, Brown, Fayette, Gallia, Highland, Jackson, Lawrence, 
Pike, Ross, and Scioto Counties

Founded 1995
Our Mission . . .

To encourage through education and demonstration the sound management and appreciation of woodlands,
wildlife, soil and water resources. To provide information and technical assistance to members interested in

the planning, management, and the use of forestry resources for economic and recreational purposes.
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 John Usas Chair                         Rick Wright  Co-Chair                     Kelly Flaskerud , Secretary                    

937-878-6296 740-626-2382                                     410-703-1512              

wdssteward@gmail.com      Redstreakerhollowfarms@gmail.com            

Jim Meacham, Treasurer                                                                    Tim Shoemaker, Editor

  740-988-2073                                                                                   740-851-9127

 jmeach42@gmail.com                                                                       tshoe140@horizonview.net                     

OCTOBER 13th

Our meeting on 13 October at the Lion’s Clubhouse was very
productive.  We had a large turnout, including two newer members, Dee
and Mike Hathaway.  After sharing a wonderful dinner of pizza, meatballs,
shredded beef, sweet potato salad, and pecan pie (!), we talked about
upcoming meetings, dues, purchased SOFA swag (tee shirts and hats), and
that Rick and Kate presented Stuart McGuire’s widow with a set of beautiful windchimes on behalf of 
SOFA.  Stuart’s livestock has been re-homed and Mrs. McGuire is adjusting.  We hope to see her at the 
Christmas Party which will be held on 8 December at the Pike County Fish and Game.  Look for 
additional details in next month’s newsletter.  

Our 10 November meeting will be a “farmer’s market” and auction to benefit the Camp Canopy
scholarship fund. We will be meeting at the Lion’s Clubhouse again.

John Brown, owner of JB’s Gun Shop in Waverly, was our speaker.  He shared valuable 
information on Ohio’s permitless carry law, including discussing the primary difference between 
permitless, or Constitutional carry as it’s sometimes referred to, and carrying a concealed weapon with 
a permit.  One big difference is, under the new law, you’re not required to complete any training prior 
to carrying your weapon.  As long as you are otherwise eligible to possess and carry a firearm, you can 
carry it concealed within the state of Ohio.  However, if you want to travel outside the state, you may 
not be legally permitted to do so without obtaining a license from the state of Ohio or the state you are 
traveling to.  It was highly recommended that everyone who wants to carry concealed compete the 
firearm safety and range time requirements to obtain a concealed carry permit and know the law, both 
for within Ohio and wherever state you plan to travel through and to.  

In addition, we discussed “forbidden zones,” or areas where, even if you have a permit, you 
can’t carry a firearm (e.g., law enforcement offices, school zones, airports, churches, etc.), the use of 
deadly force, and civil liability.  Overall, the presentation was very informative and interesting.  This 
may be a topic that we revisit in future as there was a lot of interest and questions.  

John recommends checking out the Ohio Attorney General’s website at: 
https://www.ohioattorneygeneral.gov/Law-Enforcement/Concealed-Carry for more information.  At 
that site, you can see which other states have reciprocity with Ohio, find a concealed carry instructor 
(including John!), and read the manual.                                                                                                       

As a reminder, check the Facebook group for details on our upcoming farmer’s market and 
auction.  Feel free to bring items that you make from your farm (e.g., maple syrup, wood products, 
honey, seedlings, bat boxes, etc.) and items you would like to auction.  I plan to go through my jewelry 
box and perhaps donate a Lava lamp and we will be bringing maple syrup and some
of our neighbor’s wonderful goat soap!  All monies will be going to the scholarship
fund for next year.  I can’t wait to see what we all bring!

Kelly
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 It’s More than a Mudhole or Swampy Spot

As I was growing up, we all knew where they were. If you were driving through a field or cruising some 
woods, there were always those “soft-spots or a mudhole to avoid”. I know many farmers and setters worked 
hard to drain them and fill them. When we bought our farm, we inherited an old swamp pond and a marsh. I 
knew they had ecological value, but I confess my preference was to make them disappear. I think back to my 
youth, and I remember my dad and grandpa calling such spots names like “the Bear wallow”, “The peeper pond”,
and “That damn soft-spot”.  

I don’t know why it came to my mind as I was thinking about this article, but the saying, “there’s gold in 
them thar hills”, but it did. Many of the accursed places of our forest and fields do indeed hold an ecological 
gold. They are rich with life; they hold and filter water for both plant and animals. They are sanctuaries and food 
markets. They pay back more than the toll they will ever exact from our errant traversing. 

When we purchased our property, I did have some dozer work done but mother nature insisted that a 
marsh belonged just along our drive. I also had an old leaky pond that I thought should be filled. I will confess as
a fisheries manager and having studied wildlife management I should have had a more open mind than, I just 
want it to look nice, but I didn’t.  In the end Creation and God’s will won. I owned both a marsh and a forest 
swamp pond. I relented and let trees grow around the pond and maintained the wetland in reeds, sedges, cattails 
and wildflowers. During the dry periods I could mow it and keep trees and woody plants out. Wetlands are 
wonderful filters and water retention facilities, as well. In time my mudhole began to produce fauna and attract 
wildlife that we find desirable. 

Our Marsh started out retaining surface water that brought cattails, pond weeds and less aesthetic plants, 
but successional plats soon followed as enough plant mass displaced surface water. From cattails we started to 
see more sedges and reeds and then Swamp Mallow (Hibiscus) showed up (which pleased us immensely). The 
marsh now is almost all low growth of various flowering plants, grasses, sedges and reeds. Here is a list of some 
of the species I have recorded: Common Bur-reed, Cattail, Swamp mallow, Mad-dog Skullcap, Bristly Aster, Soft
Rush, Blunt Spike rush and Fox sedge. We are especially fond of the swamp Mallow and have done our best to 
promote it. A late summer visit to our place will fill your vision with literally hundreds of blooming Hibiscuses in
colors of white, red and pink. Plants aren’t the only ones that benefit. You’ll often spot deer munching on the 
plants and insect eating birds darting above the plants. 

Our pond keeps it’s secrets a little deeper and it takes a closer look to discover the vast life it fosters. A 
visit will soon display tracks of many different animals from deer, coyotes, raccoons, and others. Possible others 
are all the animals of the woods from bobcats to squirrels. Deer like to fawn around this pond. The most 
profound season of activity is early spring. The first warm days of March bring the chorus of Spring Peeper frogs
that are telling us winter is all but gone. Rainy early March nights brings the great salamander migration to the 
pond to lay eggs. Forest ponds devoid of fish are essential to these ghosts of the woods. A trip out on a wet 
March night with a flashlight might just amaze you with how many salamanders visit these ponds. Later in the 
spring we find more frogs and toads. Aquatic insects abound, including pesty mosquitos, but a pond full of 
salamander and frog larvae make quick work of their larvae. These Habitats once thought of as menaces are life 
producing assets to our environment. We should preserve these habitats and not revile them; they are natural 
gems. 

For plant identification: 
https://beavercreekwetlands.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Wetland-Plants-H2Ohio.pdf
Dana F Schmidt

I used to work in technical support for a 24/7 call center.
One day I got a call from an individual who asked

what hours the call center was open.
I told him, "The number you dialed is open

24 hours a day, 7 days a week."
He responded, "Is that Eastern or Pacific time?"

Wanting to end the call quickly, I said, "Uh, Pacific."
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S.O.F.A. Resource
Advisers

Mark Rickey, DNR, Forester Vinton, 
Ross,Pickaway
740-774-1596  ext  109
Mark.Rickey@dnr.state.oh.us

Perry Brannan, DNR Forester  Jackson, 
Lawrence, Galia, Meigs
740-589-9915
Perry.Brannan@dnr.state.oh.us 

Brad Wireman, DNR Forester  Fayette, 
Clinton, Highland, Pike,
 Fayette
614-212-3288
brad.wireman@dnr  ,state.oh.us

Jamie Dahl, Central State Umiv. Forest 
outreach co-ordinator
740-753-0904
jdahl@centralstate.edu

Dave Runkle, Vinton Soil & Water
Conservation Dist.
740-596-5676
david.runkle@us.oh.nacdnet.net

Dave Apsley, 
Nat’l Resource Specialist        
 740-286-5044
apsley.1@osu.edu   

Jerermy Scherf, ODNR 
Camp Canopy Director
740-439-9079
Jeremy.Scherf@dnr.state.oh.us

Ben Robinson DNR Forester
Clermont, Brown, Adams, Scioto
614-204-9026
Ben.Robinson@dnr.state.oh.us

Emily Archibald, ODNR Private Lands 
Biologist  937-347-0925
 emily.archibald@dnr.state.oh.us 

Ailanthus    Kathy Smith

Ailanthus (Ailanthus altissima), also known as tree-of-heaven, is a 
moderate sized (60 to 80 feet in height), deciduous tree first introduced 
into the United States from Asia in the late 1700s for use as an urban 
landscape tree and in strip mine reclamation in the Eastern United States. 
In many ways ailanthus is an ideal invasive—it grows rapidly (sprouts can 
attain a height of 6 to 12 feet the first year and grow 3 feet or more per 
year), is a prolific seeder, a persistent stump and root sprouter, and an 
aggressive competitor that thrives in full sunlight. It also produces an 
allelopathic compound that suppresses the growth of many native woody 
and herbaceous species. It will grow in relatively infertile, shallow soils of 
varying pH, and is highly tolerant of poor air quality. 

Methods effective in controlling ailanthus depend on plant size, the 
size of the infestation, potential non-target impacts, and a landowner's 
comfort level with those methods. While not always easy to control, 
ailanthus less than 8 inches in diameter have proven considerably easier 
to control than larger trees. Small ailanthus trees, perhaps up to ½ inch to 
1 inch in diameter, can be controlled by physical means or with foliar 
herbicides. Larger trees, up to about 8 inches in diameter, can be 
effectively controlled using basal herbicide application, with the need for 
occasional follow-up to control sprouting. Trees larger than 8 inches are 
commonly more difficult to control whether by basal spraying, cut stump 
herbicide application, or herbicide injections as all of these methods may 
result in a need for follow-up treatments to control sprouting. Frilling or 
girdling is not commonly recommended for killing ailanthus, as it almost 
always results in prolific sprouting. Whatever method is used, it will be 
important to monitor treated areas to make sure that 100% control is 
achieved. Any trees that survive the initial treatment should be re-treated 
along with any new sprouts or seedlings that appear. For a more detailed 
description of the methods covered below see OSU Extension fact 
sheet Controlling Undesirable Trees, Shrubs, and Vines, OSU Extension 
Forestry Fact Sheet F-45, and Herbicides Commonly Used for Controlling 
Undesirable Trees, Shrubs, and Vines in Your Woodland, F-45 
Supplement-06. 

FACEBOOK
Check often, there is timely information, that cannot make it into the newsletter!

 
It is a private group, so you may want to register. After registering you will be able to post entries.
This will enable us to put out immediate information, such as cancellations, or other plan changes.
In order to register, open Facebook search for “S.O.F.A.” There you will be able to join the group. 

BUY-SELL-TRADE

A new feature in the newsletter! If you have anything to sell or trade, or are looking for an item, send the 
information to tshoe140@horizonview.net and it will be posted in the next newsletter. We all are doing the 
same kind of things, so what you have, or need just might be what someone else has an interest in.
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A Note to all Members/ active and inactive 

There are a lot of reasons that many members are not able to attend our monthly meetings. That being 
said, we miss you, and hope you are well. We would like to hear from you, to know that you still have an interest in
our group, and what is going on in your world. There will be a place in the newsletter to publish your message 
(only if you give permission) to let everyone know about you. The weather is changing in southern Ohio, so sit 
down and drop a few lines to me. Email tshoe140@horizonview.net 

Japanese Stiltgrass              David K. Apsley 
Japanese stiltgrass—also known as Napalese browntop (Microstegium vimineum)—is an annual 

grass, native to Asia, that can reach more than 3.5 feet in height and can form extensive colonies. It 
was likely introduced accidentally as packing material in shipments of goods from its native range. It 
was first found in North America near Knoxville, Tennessee in 1919.

Japanese stiltgrass is very adaptable. It can tolerate low-light environments with sufficient soil 
nutrients and moisture; conversely, it can tolerate low-nutrient and low-moisture environments with 
adequate light. Where there are adequate amounts of nutrients, moisture, and light, it can thrive and 
out-compete most native understory plants. It commonly establishes along forest edges, logging roads, 
recreational trails, ditches, and stream corridors (Figure 1). It is also found in floodplains; moist, early-
successional fields; and along utility corridors where it is not exposed to full sunlight.                               

Stiltgrass can produce 100–1000 seeds per plant, which can survive in the seedbank for more 
than three years. These seeds are dispersed by a number of mechanisms including foot traffic, water 
movement, equipment, and wildlife. Consequently, stiltgrass can spread rapidly, especially when aided 
by disturbance that exposes bare mineral soil. Where white-tailed deer are abundant, their preferential 
browsing on native plants and avoidance of stiltgrass may further facilitate the spread of this invasive 
grass.                                                                                                                                                                          

Although many control techniques have been attempted with varying levels of success, there are
few cost-effective control methods that have minimal impact on native plant populations. Most control 
methods will need to be repeated for at least a few growing seasons, since control is rarely 100% 
effective and the seed of stiltgrass may remain viable in the soil for up to 5 years. 

Hand-pulling can be an effective method of controlling isolated, small populations of stiltgrass; 
however, it is rarely practical once stiltgrass becomes well-established. Mowing is another control 
mechanism that has been successfully utilized to manage stiltgrass, but its application is limited to 
roadsides, open areas, and trail systems that will accommodate mowing equipment. A string-type 
trimmer or weed eater can be utilized to mow sites that are not accessible by larger equipment. To be 
effective, mowing must take place late in the growing season just prior to the establishment of mature 
seed heads. Mowing of accessible areas is more effective when combined with other control methods 
in adjacent, infested areas to minimize recolonization from neighboring populations.                                     

Herbicides such as Roundup, Accord, and other glyphosate-based products can be applied to 
the foliage of stiltgrass at any time during the active growing season; however, since these products 
have no residual effect, control is most effective when applied in late summer just prior to seed head 
development to ensure contact with individuals that germinate later in the growing season. Since non-
selective herbicides will kill most plants that are contacted, these treatments should be limited to 
monocultures of stiltgrass or small, isolated populations of stiltgrass that are not growing in close 
proximity to desirable plant populations. Application later in the growing season can also reduce 
exposure of native spring ephemeral plants to herbicide treatments. 

Our annual meeting / Christmas dinner will be held on Thursday December 8th, at the Pike County Fish & Game Club on 
Fish & Game Rd, off St Rt 220 by Lake White. There will be a mailing to RSVP, so watch for it, also we will post on 
Facebook to keep you up to date.
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Day in the Woods 2nd Friday Series

 David Apsley Natural Resources Specialist
College of Food, Agriculture and Environmental Sciences Ohio State University Extension

17 Standpipe Road, Jackson, OH 45640 740-710-3009 Mobile
apsley.1@osu.edu e-mail , o  u.o  su.edu/seohiowoodss   website

Here is the tentative 2022 agenda:

https://u.osu.edu/apsley.1/2022/02/21/a-day-in-the-woods-tentative-agenda-for-2022/ 

Directions to the Lion's building for the November meeting:
From the 35 bypass around Chillicothe, take the High Street exit south, towards town, just past the Subway shop, turn 
right, take the next right on Piatt Ave., there is a sign at the alley, turn right to the Lion's building

Section 1503.18 / Kindled fires.
(A) No person shall kindle a fire upon public land without the written permission of the forest-fire warden 
having jurisdiction or on land of another without the written permission of the owner or the owner's agent.

(B) No person shall kindle or authorize another to kindle a fire in or near any woodland, brushland, or land 
containing tree growth or in any place from which the fire is likely to escape unless all leaves, grass, wood, and 
inflammable material surrounding the place where the fire is kindled have first been removed to a safe distance 
and all other reasonable precautions have been taken to prevent its escape from control. No fire shall be left until
extinguished or safely covered.

(C) Excepting fires kindled in a plowed field, garden, or public highway at a distance of not less than two 
hundred feet from any woodland, brushland, or field containing dry grass or other inflammable material, no 
person shall kindle or authorize another to kindle a fire in the open air, outside the limits of any municipal 
corporation or land controlled by any railroad company, for the purpose of burning wood, brush, weeds, grass, 
or rubbish of any kind between the hours of six a.m. and six p.m. during the months of March, 
April, May, October, and November in any year. The chief of the division of forestry may adopt rules
in accordance with Chapter 119. of the Revised Code to expand the times and places for kindling fires for any 
affected persons.

(D) The times and places for kindling fires established under division (C) of this section may be restricted or 
eliminated by executive order of the governor if environmental conditions so warrant.

(E) Fires kindled by improperly disposing of a lighted match, cigar, or other burning or glowing substance are 
kindled fires within the meaning of this section.

SOFA T Shirts and Hats
We have T shirts with trees and the SOFA emblem on them as well as hats with the SOFA emblem on them. 
They are great to get the word out about our forestry group. If you are interested in purchasing a shirt or hat, 
contact any officer and we will make arrangements to get them to you, or better yet, attend a meeting and 
purchase there!
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November 10th

SOFA Auction / Farmer's Market

Bring something to donate that you produce on your farm, or anything
that you think other “SOFA PEOPLE” might be interested in.

John will be our auctioneer, bring your pocket books, and take home
something interesting, while supporting SOFA at the same time!

Meeting will be at the Lyons Building just off Piatt Ave. in Chillicothe
We will observe our usual carry in dinner and short meeting

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

NAME______________________________________________________PHONE__________________

ADDRESS________________________________________________STATE_________________

EMAIL_______________________________________________________________

If you own woodland, in which county?______________Acres Owned?__________

  New Member______Renewal_____Scholarship Fund Donation $_______Thank-You

Mail application / renewal & check to Jim Meacham, 4332 St Rt 776, Jackson Oh 45640

Make Check Payable to Southern Ohio Forestland Association (SOFA)

Individual $15, Family $25, Partnership, Association, or Corporation $25

“The Auctioneer” 

S.O.F.A.
1864 Shyville Rd
Piketon Oh 45661

       Visit us on the web at www.ohiosofa.org
*   Unless otherwise noted, monthly meetings are held the second 
Thursday of each month at the OSU South Center, 1864 Shyville 
Road, Piketon, OH. Meetings are held in the Endeavor Center


